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Use strategies to promote active student engagement

Build and maintain positive relationships with students. 

Individualize active engagement using technology (e.g., augmentative communication device), visuals, or other
structured supports as needed. 

Acquire and implement a wide repertoire of research-supported active student response practices such as fluency-
building activities, guided notes, class-wide peer tutoring, digital tools, and collaborative learning strategies. 

Provide students with frequent and varied opportunities to respond and encourage students to engage with peers as
well.

Deliver academic- and behavior-specific feedback, providing students with detailed information about how they are
meeting expectations and increasing the likelihood that students will continue to meet expectations.

Encourage “good noise” when students are participating in group activities by incorporating games and contingencies,
and recognizing and praising participation in such.

Tips for Faculty to Support Candidate’s Learning and Enactment

Introduce – Watch exemplar
video of teachers promoting
active student engagement.
Discuss with candidates the
approaches teachers take as well
as the strengths of relationships
teachers and students have.

Prepare – In small peer
groups, have candidates
take turns simulating
promoting active student
engagement and providing
positive and constructive
feedback.

Enact – Develop or use an agreed upon
observational tool, provide opportunities
for candidates to practice implementing
approaches for promoting active student
engagement with small groups of
students, and review the results of the
observational tool.

Analyze – Video record
candidate’s enacting
components of the practice.
Using an agreed upon
observational tool, review the
video with the candidate.

Why is embedding strategies that promote active student engagement when designing and implementing lessons
important? 
How do elements of explicit instruction support student engagement? 
How can teachers individualize active student engagement/ response strategies? 
What does it mean to encourage “good noise” during class activities? Why is it important to do so?

Questions to Prompt Discussion, Self-Reflection, and Observer Feedback
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